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Philosophy:
As a teacher, I firmly believe in maintaining an environment that is developmentally appropriate for children. In a developmentally appropriate setting the teachers match their teaching methods to the way children develop and learn. The classroom is one in which the children are given opportunities to learn and practice newly acquired skills. To be successful, children need to feel comfortable in their classroom. The children must feel safe and valued before learning can take place. 
I use the technique of scaffolding; which is essentially the process of helping a child move on to the next stage in their development. Through the use of observations I am able to determine the developmental stage that each child is at. The use of scaffolding promotes a child’s growth by suggesting new or different possibilities for approaching a task. This process of “give and take” between the child and the teacher demonstrates a variety of skills to the children. When using the scaffolding method, each member of the class is a learner and a teacher. It empowers children. 
My center is set up to allow for the greatest opportunities for learning. There are nine learning centers: library and writing area, dramatic play, science/discovery, blocks, games/puzzles, sand/water, art, music/movement, and cooking. A computer and technology area will be added once I have the needed materials. The children learn and develop through interacting with each other as well as adults. 
I use the Creative Curriculum system which is based on an emergent curriculum. An emergent curriculum is created by the children. It is developed after the teachers have had ample time to observe the children and get to know them. Through the use of observations, the teacher takes the children’s interests as they define them through their play experiences and develop a curriculum based on that information. For this reason, the children are actively engaged in learning because they have defined the subjects that are the most interesting/intriguing to themselves. Asking a child, “What do you wonder?” opens a world of possibilities for learning.

As a teacher of young children I have the most amazing job in the world. To be fortunate enough to watch as a child grows and develops is incredible. Watching a child pass from one stage to the next is similar to watching a flower as it unfolds. It is a gradual process that seems to pause thus allowing you to witness and enjoy the beauty of each stage. Besides my deep love of working with children I have a great deal of respect for each child. As a teacher of young children I am committed to furthering my education in order to remain current with the state laws and regulations. I am determined to provide them the opportunities that will allow them to grow, develop, and learn in the manner that best suits them. For in this environment, your child will grow and develop to their fullest potential.

Welcome:
Hello. My name is Linda Prunesti. I am a single mother of three grown children. I also have two beautiful grandchildren. I just graduated (May 20th)  from Quinsigamond Community College with an Associates Degree in Early Childhood Education. I have worked in several childcare centers over the years as my children grew. In opening Budding Blossoms Childcare I have incorporated the favorable things I have encountered over the years. My program will run similar to a larger childcare center; however, there are numerous benefits to a home childcare setting. On the same path as a larger center, my curriculum will include circle time (songs, calendar, weather, etc.), math, science, language, and physical fitness. Gross motor and fine motor skills will be developed through a variety of activities. Children will grow socially, physically, emotionally, and cognitively as they explore in a safe, fun, and educational environment. I am a strong advocate that children learn through doing. The more hands on experiences they are exposed to, the larger the benefits. Even through play children are learning. They are taking turns; which requires patience and co-operation. Children are building their vocabulary as they organize a tea party or care for a baby. Language skills are constantly being built upon as children engage in play. Play is extremely valuable to children’s growth and development. 

On a personal level: 
At the time of my opening in February 2010…My daughter Tiffany is 26. She is certified through the state to work with me/for me. She is qualified to run BBC in my absence. She is first aide and CPR certified. She has blessed me with two gorgeous grandchildren. Christopher Xavier is four. He’s a very athletic little boy who loves all sports! Lealani Rachelle is five months old. She is a happy little girl who adores her big brother! My son Phyllip just turned 21. He has just enlisted in the Marines. My youngest child, Joseph, just graduated high school. He is looking into massage therapy programs. Joey is certified through the state to work with me.
I live with my boyfriend Joe whom I’m known for 30 years. We went to our high school prom together. We met on a small island called Kwajalein; it’s located in the middle of the Pacific Ocean between Hawaii and Japan. After going our separate ways we were reunited several years ago. Joe is also certified by the state to work with me. He has two children. Laura is a sophomore at UMass Lowell; studying Mechanical Engineering. Laura competes in horse shows. Trevor is a freshman at Quabbin Regional High School. He’s on the wrestling team. He’s been racing motocross for over seven years now. 
In regard to the pets at my home: I have three dogs, two horses, and two barn cats. Although my dogs are good with children, they will not be around the children during the day. Duke is an 18 month old German Sheppard who doesn’t comprehend his size. He’s a big clumsy baby who’s been nicknamed Marmaduke – yes like the cartoon! Kelley is an eight year old Shih Tzu and Kobe is an eight year old Pug. I would like to incorporate the horses into our curriculum. Scotty is Laura’s horse and Sonny is mine. They are both quarter horses and very people friendly. I will ask parents to sign a permission slip specific to being around the horses. If parents and children aren’t comfortable with that then it will be adjusted. My passions are children, horses, and now motocross. I love being surrounded by children – they make the world a brighter place. 

Please read through the handbook and contact me with any questions.

Name and location:

Budding Blossoms Childcare 

1802 N. Brookfield Rd. (Rt. 148) 

Oakham, Ma. 01068

(508) 882 - 3086

www.buddingblossomschildcare.com
Hours and ages:

Monday – Friday 6:00am – 6:00pm

Infants – preschool

Licensed and insured

Six children maximum

Tuition:    
Payment is due every Thursday for the upcoming week. Tuition will be considered late and a $25 fee will be added if tuition is not paid by Monday. Please make checks payable to Budding Blossoms Childcare or BBC. There will be a $35 fee charged per returned check. After two returned checks payments will only be accepted in cash. Tuition is paid on all holidays, sick days, and vacations. If tuition payments are a week late, it may be cause for termination.   

Rates:

Please inquire.
Registration fee/Deposit: 
There is a $50 registration fee per child that is required at the time of registration. A one week deposit (based on your weekly tuition) is required in order to secure a spot. It will be applied to your child’s first week of care. 
Early Arrival/Late departure:

Occasional earlier hours are available. Please ask me. At the other end of the day, please keep in mind that I have obligations. Budding Blossoms Childcare closes at 6pm. A late fee of $2.00 a minute will be assessed from 6pm on. All late fees are due and must be paid within the week of the occurrence. On occasion, later hours are available.  
Holidays:

Below is a list of holidays that Budding Blossoms Childcare is closed. These are holidays that you are responsible for payment. 

January:
 New Years Day

February: 
Presidents Day

April: 

Patriot’s Day

May: 

The 11th -personal day for me

Memorial Day

July: 

4th of July

September: 
Labor Day

October: 
Columbus Day

November: 
Veteran’s Day


        
Thanksgiving Day



Day after Thanksgiving

December: 
Christmas Eve close at 1pm

Christmas Day

Day after Christmas

New Years Eve close at 1pm

When the days above fall on a Saturday, Budding Blossoms Childcare will be closed on Friday. When they fall on a Sunday, Budding Blossoms Childcare will be closed on Monday.

I will notify you months in advance regarding any vacation I may take. I will take three weeks off every year and payment is not required for those days if I am closed. Whether or not I close during those weeks will be dependent on my covering teacher’s availability.  
Sickness/Absences:
If there are days that your child does not come to Budding Blossoms Childcare due to illness, an appointment, etc. you are required to pay the regular rate for that day(s). Sick children will not be allowed into care. They must be symptom free for 24 hours before returning to school. Below is a partial listing of sicknesses that require a child to be home. This list is inclusive not exclusive.
***Fever of 101 F or higher; temperatures are taken under the arm. 

***Vomiting. Child must be able to hold down a meal.
***Diarrhea (two loose/watery stools within 3 hours)

***Eye drainage; including conjunctivitis

***Unexplained rash or sore (including mouth sore)

***Chicken pox (All sores must be healed to return)
***Head lice (Must be nit free to return)
***Strep throat
***Bronchitis

***pneumonia 

***Impetigo

***Hand-foot-mouth disease. Small ulcers form in the child’s mouth. Blisters appear on hands, feet, and sometimes the genital area and on the buttocks. The child is contagious until the fever is gone- usually 3-4 days.

When a child is mildly ill with a cold or a fever below 101 F, the parent/guardian will be notified. You will not be required to pick them up unless they worsen during the day. 

A sick child will be kept isolated from the group as much as possible until a parent / guardian or authorized person arrives. They will be offered quiet activities and a snack and juice if desired.
I know that certain foods or medications can upset a child’s system. Individual consideration will be given in these cases. Ultimately, my responsibility lies with keeping every child under my care safe, healthy, and happy. Some of the things listed above simply need 24 hours on antibiotics before a child can return. Obviously something like chicken pox will require a child to be out longer. I will notify parents/guardians of any contagious illness affecting the children. For privacy reasons, names will not be given. Please keep me informed of any contagious illnesses your child may have been exposed to. 

***I cannot reiterate this enough: for the safety of your child make sure all emergency numbers are kept up to date. Notify me of any changes immediately.***

Medications:

Prescription medicines as well as over the counter medicines require a form to be filled out and signed by the parents/guardians and physician. A separate form must be filled out for each medication. Prescription medicines must be in their original container with the prescription on it. A detailed log will be kept for all medications that are administered. Do not leave medications in your child’s bags. Hand them to me personally so they can be stored safely out of the reach of the children. 
Meals, snacks, bottles:

I will serve a morning and afternoon snack as well as lunch every day. Parents/guardians are required to provide formula, breast milk, and food for children under a year old. I will adjust the menu for children with strong dislikes or allergies. 
A sample snack menu for the week:

 Monday: 
Green apples and gram crackers

Tuesday:
Bananas and animal crackers

Wednesday:
Applesauce and cheezits

Thursday:
peaches and goldfish

Friday:

Make pudding for snack along with vanilla wafers

A sample lunch menu for the week:

Monday:
Tacos, coleslaw, peaches, and muffins

Tuesday:
Ham, potatoes, broccoli, and rolls

Wednesday:
Grilled cheese sandwich, carrot sticks, and baked apples

Thursday:
Baked chicken with noodles, corn, pear halves, and bread

Friday:

Hamburger/cheeseburger and rolls, tater tots, jello w/fruit cocktail

*** Snack will include a choice of juice or milk. Toddlers and younger will receive whole milk. Preschool age children and up will receive 2% milk. Milk will also be served with lunch. 

Quiet time:

There will be a daily quiet time. The children will have a chance to unwind after lunch before being asked to rest. Any child that doesn’t sleep will be given books, puzzles, or quiet games on their mats. I encourage you to bring a stuffed animal, pillow, blanket, etc. to help your child feel comfortable. You can leave them here and they will be sent home on Fridays to be washed. I will have extra blankets and stuffed animals so no child will feel left out. 

Diapering/Toileting:
Toilet training will be started at the request of the parents/guardians. On the same hand I will notify the parents/guardians if their child seems ready to start. Pull ups make this process easier for a child. Children that are toilet training should wear clothes which allow them easy access to the toilet. Belts, buttons, snaps, and zippers may cause delay, which may lead to accidents. No child will ever be punished for having an accident. Diapers and pull-ups are to be provided by the parents/guardians. I will provide the wipes. If you require that a specific brand be used you will be expected to provide them. They will be used only on your child. 

Extra Clothes:

All children are required to have at least one change of clothes at school; please include extra sox and shoes if possible. As the seasons change I will remind you to update your child’s extra clothes. Outdoor play is an important time for children to release their energy. We will go outside every day in the morning and afternoon provided the weather co-operates. I know children love to play in the snow so even then we will try to get outside; even if for only a short time. No flip flops are allowed at school. Sandals will be addressed in the summer. I realize how hot children get in the summer; however, sandals are a danger on the playground with climbing and jumping. 
Celebrations (birthdays, holidays, new baby…):

Children love to share their birthday with their school friends. Please feel free to talk to me about bringing in something special for your child. We will likely make cupcakes or something special on that day. We will celebrate a diverse number of holidays of many cultures. The curriculum theme will focus on the basic concept of the holiday. Religious aspects will be left out of the classroom; that is personal and best discussed at home. Let me know if you’d like to come in and share any special talents or traditions that your families have. 
Field Trips:

I will incorporate field trips based on the children’s desires. Some of them may mean an additional expense to the parents / guardians. Naturally apple picking is always big in the fall. Simply to experience a variety in their daily routine there will days when I’ll take them to the large multi aged playground. I have maintained a perfect driving record for over twenty years. I am fully insured to transport the children. Every field trip will require a signed permission slip from the parents / guardian. I will also seek parent volunteers depending on the ages of the children I have. I will take a first aide kit and all emergency numbers whenever we leave the property. All children are required to ride in a safety approved car seat based on their age / weight.   
Transportation:

Transportation is not provided. Parents are responsible for all transportation.
Injuries:

Please notify me immediately of any changes with work or phone numbers. Names, addresses, and phone numbers on emergency forms must be kept current. In the event of an emergency, I will tend to the child, call 911, call the parent/guardian, and call my back up person. Your child will be taken to UMass hospital if necessary. I will take your child’s folder with me to the hospital. Minor injuries will be treated as needed. An injury report will be filled out detailing what happened and what actions were taken. A call will be made to the parents/guardians if it is a head or face injury or a bite that breaks the skin. 
Fire drills:

I will conduct a monthly fire drill with the children. It is required by law. I will document information such as problems I faced and how long it took to get the children out. There are smoke detectors and a carbon monoxide detector installed in our classrooms. The emergency evacuation route is posted at the doors. Large exit signs clearly mark the exit doors. 
Behavior management:

I believe in positive reinforcement and redirection as methods for behavior management. The children will be offered choices and allowed to verbalize their feelings. For the younger children, there are usually enough language cues, either verbal or non verbal, to help resolve the issue. Redirection is not the same thing as distracting a child. Redirection takes what the child is doing and provides a positive alternative. For example, a child is throwing a ball across the room. Rather than simply taking the ball away, you provide them with a basket so they can shoot hoops. If a toddler is climbing, give them something they can climb on instead of trying to change their desire to climb. 

Suspension / termination:

If a child’s behavior becomes aggressive the parents/guardians will be called in for a conference. If the behavior continues it may be cause for a temporary suspension or termination. The safety of the children in my program is my primary concern and jeopardizing behaviors will not be tolerated. Some behaviors may include, but are not limited to, a child physically harming another child or myself by hitting, kicking, biting, punching, scratching, or spitting. With the biting I am not talking about a typical two year old who goes through that stage of development. I will work with a child that is teething, offering them things they can bite versus biting another child. Running out of the classroom or building is not acceptable; nor is inappropriate language. Every possible avenue will be explored before I terminate a child including behavior intervention at school and home and even referrals to help resolve the issue. I am a strong advocate that no child is left behind; thus I will do everything in my power to meet the needs of every child that walks through my doors.  Every incident will be documented and more than one conference will have taken place. After a written warning a termination letter will be given. I will work with parents / guardians to help find a more suitable program for their child if I am unable to meet the child’s needs.

*Individual child rearing practices vary among families, therefore the behavior and language of parents / guardians, visitors, and guests also needs to be appropriate and may be cause for suspension and or termination. 
No Smoking:

Please refrain from smoking on the property of Budding Blossoms Childcare a.k.a. my home. Please extinguish it before coming onto the property.

Children’s records:

Your child’s records will be kept in a locked file cabinet. You will have access to your child’s folder at all times. A log will be kept detailing the date, who reviewed the child’s records, and why. It will be signed by me and the parent / guardian or authorized person. All information in your child’s folder is privileged and confidential. No one will be allowed access to your child’s records without your written permission. If a state agency subpoenas the records you will be notified. 
Suspected Abuse / Referrals:
All educators are mandated reporters if we suspect child abuse or neglect, according to Massachusetts General Law C119, Section 51A. If there is a suspected delay in a child’s physical, mental, or emotional development I will work with the parents to refer them to an agency based on where they live. Developmental delays will be identified through continuous observations and documentations. Any delay in development will be immediately brought to the parents / guardians attention. I have worked with Early Intervention through my own children as well as with children I have cared for. An example of a possible delay would be if an infant is not following voices or noises by 3 months old, it may be cause for concern. I am familiar with the stages of development. The key is that each child reaches them at different ages. They do typically progress through those stages in order. Consider this, most babies crawl before they walk – yet some skip crawling and go right to walking. If you are concerned with your child’s development / lack of development, please bring it to my attention immediately.   
Releasing to others:
I will not allow your child to be released to anyone except the authorized people on your child’s pick up form. Emergencies arise and will be handled as such. The person picking up must be over 18. I will ask for a photo ID from anyone (that I don’t know) that is picking up your child.    

Withdrawal policy:

A two week notice is required for any child being removed from Budding Blossoms Childcare. If for any reason I am not able to meet your child’s needs I will suggest an alternative placement. I will make every attempt to provide you with a two week notice as I require of you. If it is a safety issue I reserve the right to terminate a child immediately when it is deemed necessary for the safety of all of the children. I will work with you to find a more suitable placement for your child if I cannot meet their needs.  
Open door policy:
I encourage parent involvement. Please feel free to stop by any time your child is here. Feel free to join us for lunch; please let me know ahead of time.  Any talents or hobbies that you’d like to share are not only welcome but strongly encouraged. I value your insight and your input. No-one knows your child like you do. Let me know if you have suggestions or ideas to share. 
Parent conferences:

I am always available to address any concerns you may have. Regularly scheduled conferences will happen throughout the year. There will be an initial conference shortly after your child is admitted to my program. It will give me a chance to discuss what I’ve seen from your child. It will also give you a chance to provide me with your insight. Conferences will happen roughly every three months. They will monitor your child’s growth and development physically, socially, emotionally, and cognitively. I will be using the Creative Curriculum Assessment Tools. Feel free to ask to see the forms / books.    



6:30-8:50

Arrival, table toys, free choice play

8:50-9:00

Clean up

9:00-9:20

Circle time (songs, weather, calendar, books, talk about the day)

9:25-9:45

Diapers / toileting/ hands washed

9:45-10:00

Snack

10:00-10:30

Art activity

10:30-11:15

Outdoor play, gross motor, gym

11:20-11:45

Come inside, wash hands, lunch preparation

11:45-12:45

Lunch, clean up, brush teeth, quiet activities, diapers, toileting

12:45-1:00

Children settle down with books

1:00-3:00

Rest time (children will be given quiet activities as they wake up)

3:00-3:20

Diapers/ toileting/ wash hands

3:20-3:35

Afternoon snack

3:40-4:00

Art activity

4:10-4:45

Outside play, gross motor, gym

4:45-6:00

Table activities, free choice play

This schedule is subject to change based on the needs of the children. If the weather does not permit us to go outside we will replace that time with gross motor activities that encourage exercise and movement.

You can reach me several ways: 

1.) Through the website: www.Buddingblosssomschildcare.com
2.) Through my email:  www.leprunesti@yahoo.com
3.) By phone (508) 882-3086

4.) Stop by in person

I look forward to sharing the journey with you and your child as they grow socially, emotionally, physically, and cognitively; all while developing language at an amazing speed.  
Best regards,
Linda Prunesti

Owner



WEEK ONE (1)

Monday: 
Chicken, rolls, broccoli, and pears

Tuesday:
Scrambled eggs, waffle sticks, hash, browns, bacon, and oranges

Wednesday:
Sub day: rolls, turkey, bologna, ham, cheese, lettuce, tomatoes, & peaches

Thursday:
Sheppard’s pie, rolls, and apple sauce

Friday:

Pizza, carrot sticks with ranch dip, and sliced green grapes

WEEK TWO (2)

Monday:
American chop Sui, bread, peas, and cantaloupe

Tuesday:
Ham, mashed potatoes, rolls, and pineapple

Wednesday:
Fish sticks, coleslaw, peaches, and muffins

Thursday:
Meatball subs, rolls, corn, fruit cocktail

Friday:

Chicken nuggets, tater tots, jello with fruit cocktail

WEEK THREE (3)

Monday:
Pork Chops, rolls, peas, and applesauce

Tuesday:
Meatloaf, bread, mashed potatoes, broccoli, baked apples

Wednesday:
Macaroni and cheese, bread, carrot sticks, and peaches

Thursday:
Spaghetti & meatballs, garlic bread, corn, watermelon

Friday:

Pizza, green beans, and sliced red grapes 

WEEK FOUR (4)

Monday:
Chicken with noodles, rolls, green beans, cranberry sauce

Tuesday:
Sausage, egg, pancakes, banana, and a choice of a bagel, toast, or English muffin

Wednesday:
Hamburgers/cheeseburgers, rolls, tater tots, and apples

Thursday:
Lasagna, garlic bread, carrots, apple slices

Friday:

Chicken nuggets, tater tots, and jello with fruit cocktail




WEEK ONE (1)
Monday:
Pears and animal crackers

Tuesday:
Green grapes and cheezits

Wednesday:
Pineapples and pretzels

Thursday:
Cantaloupe and rice cakes

Friday
:
Make banana bread/corn bread along with chocolate chip cookies

WEEK TWO (2)

Monday:
Peaches and Goldfish

Tuesday:
Oranges and graham crackers

Wednesday:
Red apples and saltines

Thursday:
yogurt, raisins, and dry cereal

Friday
:
Make muffins along with vanilla wafers

WEEK THREE (3)
Monday:
Applesauce and Ritz crackers

Tuesday:
Fruit cocktail and saltines

Wednesday:
Pears and pretzels

Thursday:
pineapples and chex mix

Friday:

Make jello for snack along with goldfish

WEEK FOUR (4)
Monday: 
Green apples and gram crackers

Tuesday:
Bananas and animal crackers

Wednesday:
Applesauce and cheezits

Thursday:
cheese and wheat thins

Friday:

Make pudding for snack along with vanilla wafers

**Every Friday we’ll do a cooking activity. 

*** Snack will include a choice of juice or milk. Toddlers and younger will receive whole milk. Preschool age children and up will receive 2% milk. Milk will also be served with lunch. 
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